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Start a Blog
Learn How To

If you�re reading this guide, odds are you have some interest in learning how to start a blog. 
Great! It�s a lot easier than it sounds and you need absolutely no technical background in order 
to start your own blog. If you follow my guide, you can have a blog up and running in under an 
hour. This includes buying a domain, ordering hosting, and setting up WordPress. Rest assured 
the process is simple and I give full details along with pictures to guide you along the way. 
Again, anyone can do it! Blogging is fun, relatively easy, and a great way to make some extra 
money. Start with Pre-Setup and be sure to follow the directions in full.

Starting a blog is easy!  Easy enough that anyone with 
basic computer knowledge can set one up.  Yes, this 
includes you.

guide not for resale - property of http://www.startblogging.net
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What is a Blog and Why Start One?
I�m going to be as honest as I can with this guide, start-
ing from the very beginning. So to kick off this vow of 
honesty, I have something to say. If you don�t know 
what a blog is, we have a lot of work to do.

Blogs are online software programs, formally known 
as content management systems. This means that in 
order to run the most basic blog, you need absolutely 
no prior technical knowledge. As long as you know 
how to navigate around a web page and you can type 
into a box, you can easily manage your own blog. This 
brings me to my next point.

Are blogs for everyone? Simply put, yes. Whether you 
are the CEO of the largest corporation in the world or 
you have yet to graduate high school, you can bene�t 
from owning a blog. Blogs can be political, religious, 
personal, professional, just for fun, or any combination 
of the previous words. For example, you can maintain 
a blog on a more personal level to keep family and 
friends informed about your current life. At the other 
end of the spectrum, if you run your own business, 
you can run a blog to keep your clients informed and 
up-to-date on the health of your corporation.

So, is running a blog for you? Absolutely it is. I need 
to reiterate that you need no prior technical knowl-
edge to run a blog. Forget any notions you have link-
ing blogs to coding and advanced degrees of technical 
comprehension. Those are the days of the past.

Coming up with an Idea
Before you can dive into the blogging software and 
start writing to your heart�s content, you need to es-
tablish the scope of your blog. This can be the most 
challenging part of starting a blog if you don�t already 
have an idea de�ned. If you already blog, than you 
know what I�m talking about. Due the sheer volume 
of potential topics, it�s hard to pick just one thing to 
blog about.

The most important piece of advice I can offer for this 
step is to start a blog only on a topic you are passion-
ate about. It helps to have some prior knowledge of 
your proposed topic as well. If you fail to pick a topic 
that interests you, you�ll �nd yourself bored out of your 
mind in a few weeks and you�ll be stuck with a topic 
you no longer care about. Blogging will become more 
like work and less like a hobby. You initial monetary in-
vestment as well as your invested time will have gone 
to waste. This is what we want to avoid.

Spend an hour or so developing a list of potential topics 
that interest you most. Start broad and narrow down 
your �eld. For example, suppose you want to start a 
baseball blog. As a single person, covering the entire 
MLB is simply impossible. You�re going to take on way 
too much work. You could choose to cover your favor-
ite team or you could cover your favorite player if you 
wanted to get even more speci�c. Covering a speci�c 
player would be your niche, or distinct web page in a 
broad market. You are more likely to succeed and at-
tract visitors with a speci�c theme.

A sure way to know if a topic is suitable for you is to 
ask yourself this question: will I be interested in this 
topic 6 months from now? If the answer is no, it�s time 
to start back at square one. If you found material that 
will hold your interest, it�s time to move on to the next 
step: �nding other�s with shared interests.

Study the Competition
One of the biggest mistakes many new bloggers make 
is the failure to �nd out what�s already on the market 
for their idea. There are claims that a new blog is born 
every half-second. This means there are over 175,000 
blogs created every day. Technorati, the world�s larg-
est blog directory, is currently tracking over 50 million 
blogs. Your original idea probably isn�t very original. 
Frightened? Don�t be. By reading StartBlogging.net 
you already have a huge advantage over most of the 
blogs at Technorati.

Before You Setup Your Blog
If you think you�re ready to take the plunge and start a blog, think again. There is a lot of work 
that needs to be done before you can even setup a blog. For most bloggers, this is the hardest 
step to conquer. So get ready to stretch your creative mind and come up with an idea.
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Before continuing with your idea, you�ll want to �nd 
out who some of the bigger names are in your catego-
ry. You don�t know anything about blogs? That doesn�t 
matter. All you need to do is type the idea of your blog 
into Google and you�ll get a list. For example, if you 
wanted to start a relationship and dating website, you 
could search for �relationship blog� or �dating blog� 
and now you have a list of the bigger names in the 
relationship and dating theme.

I want you to spend some time reading a few of the 
blogs in your category. Figure out what makes them 
work and why people continue to read them and 
comment on them. If they�re listed on the �rst page 
on Google for their theme, they are obviously doing 
something right. Study their content and �gure out 
what you can do to become just as successful. Also, 
try and leave a few comments on some of their posts. 
You�ll want the author of the blog to be able to recog-
nize your name.

I also want you to �nd other popular blogs because 
these people will most likely become your friends, as 
well as, your biggest competition. Blogs are all about 
community and you�ll want to establish ties with oth-
er people in the same category as your new blog. Be-
friending other popular bloggers will help you in the 
long run.

Name Your New Blog
If you thought coming up with an idea for your 
blog was hard, well, get ready to experi-
ence the second most challenging part 
of blogging: coming up with a name. 
That phrase should actually be re-
stated to read: coming up with a 
name that isn�t already taken. After 
all, picking a name is easy, but pick-
ing one that isn�t taken is not.

Let�s start off with the basics. Suppose 
your name is Joe and you want to run a 
poker blog. The obvious choice in this case 
is �Joe�s Poker Blog.� While attaching your 
name to a generic topic will give you a unique 
title, it lacks a certain level of professional-
ism. It also fails to de�ne your niche. Again, 
you�ll want a more speci�c name like �World 
Series of Poker News Blog� or �A Beginner�s 
Guide to 7 Card Stud.� Now, your readers will 

instantly know what they can expect from your blog 
just by reading your title.

Another thing you�ll want to watch for is abbreviations. 
StartBlogging.net can abbreviate to SB. It�s quick, easy, 
but most importantly clean. You should be apprehen-
sive to name your blog �Steve�s House of Interesting 
Things.� I won�t go into details why, but I�m sure you 
can �gure it out. Don�t make the same mistake I did. 
My �rst blog was titled SaveAndMake which when 
shortened, reads S&M. Needless to say, I managed to 
upset a lot of people clad in leather out�ts.

Finally, you�ll need a matching domain name. This 
can be a bit tricky considering almost all of the good 
domain names are already taken. It�s best to have a 
domain name with keywords in it that will describe 
your blog. Immediately upon reading the name Start-
Blogging.net, you can gather some sort of information 
without ever having visited the URL.

To see if the domain you chose is available to pur-
chase, follow this link to www.GoDaddy.com and 
enter the domain name with the correct extension in 
the box positioned in the middle of the page. The next 
page will tell you whether or not the domain name is 
available. If it�s available, great (however, don�t regis-
ter is just yet) but if not, keep checking until you �nd 
one that suits you best.

You�ll want to have a domain picked out be-
fore you follow the rest of the guide. So 

pick one out now.  Be sure to remember 
it correctly and write it down some-
where just to make sure you don�t 
forget it.  You need an open domain 
name before following the rest of 
the guide!  Don�t make me say it 
three times!  Having a domain name 

already picked out and ready to go 
will make your life much more simple 

as you continue to read.  Trust me.  Find 
a domain now.

You can �nally rejoice as the hardest part 
of starting a blog is over. You should have a 
name, an idea, a list of the competition, and 

an available domain name. Next, we get to 
set everything up. Don�t be intimidated. It�s a 
lot easier than you think.

http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10378406
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How to Order Hosting
Hosting a website may sound confusing, but in reality, 
there is very little to it. A host is basically a server or 
computer that stores all of your blog�s �les. There may 
be more to it than that, but this isn�t Hosting 101. I�m 
here to show you which host to use and how to prop-
erly order your hosting.

You�re more than welcome to choose any host you 
want, but I highly recommend you use HostGator. I 
have been a member for almost a year now and I can 
safely say this, they are simply the best when it comes 
to hosting. Their speeds are the amazing at their price 
and support has always been there to help. They offer 
24/7 live chat support as well. If at any point in time 
you run into a problem, you can instantly chat with a 
support representative.

HostGator offers three types of hosting plans, but 
your decision will only be between two. First, we have 
the �Hatchling� plan. This plan will support only one 
domain and up to 20 email addresses. It costs $8.95 
a month, or a full year can be paid in advance for a to-
tal of $83.40 ($6.95/month) per year. If you are plan-
ning on owning only one website forever, then this is 
the plan for you. However, if you think that within the 
next 12 months you�ll be likely to start a new website, I 
HIGHLY recommend going with their �Baby� plan. You 
can host an unlimited number of domains and email 
addresses for only $9.95 a month. This is the plan I 
use and I couldn�t be happier. To read more about the 
features offered, click here.

Before you actually order the hosting, make sure you 
have these two things ready: (1) an available domain 
name and (2) which hosting package you want to go 
with. Now, click this link to be taken directly to the 
Order Page.

Select �Shared Hosting� and press Continue1.	
Be sure to select �I will use My Existing Domain 2.	
and update My Nameservers only.� and properly 

�ll in your desired domain name and the correct 
extension. If it looks like the image below, press 
next.

At this step, you need to select your desired host-3.	
ing account package. You should already have this 
�gured out, if not read the few paragraphs above. 
Press continue then press calculate totals.
Choose the �I am a New Customer� option and 4.	
your page should look similar to the image below, 
depending on which hosting you chose.

Finally, �ll in your personal information, agree to 5.	
the terms and services, and select verify my order. 
Your order will be processed and your account will 
be set up! That�s all there is to it. Pretty painless, 
huh?

How to Setup Your Blog
Great, you have an idea and an overall plan. Now, it�s time for you to put that plan into action. 
Setting up a blog sounds like it could be dif�cult especially if you are lacking in technical knowl-
edge, but fear not. With this guide, you�ll have a blog up and running problem-free in no time.

www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10410811
www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10410811
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10410813
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10410813
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Now, you need to wait for two emails. The �rst one 
will look very similar to this:

Thank you for choosing Hostgator.com as your 
web hosting provider. This email con�rms that we 
have received your order.

If you have already submitted payment, your ac-
count will be setup within 20 minutes. If you have 
yet to make payment you may do so by going to 
https://secure.hostgator.com/billing and logging 
in with primary email address / password speci-
�ed at time of signup.

Once setup you will receive an email noti�ca-
tion with your account information. If you fail to 
receive this email please check your spam / junk 
email folder. If you still don�t have it please con-
tact sales@hostgator.com with another email ad-
dress we can send to.

Please note that setup for semi dedicated ac-
counts may take from 2-8 hours setup time.

Thank you,
HostGator.com Sales Team

And after 20 minutes you should receive an email that 
looks like this:

Your Domain: yourdomain.com
Your Username: username
Your Password: password
Your sites IP address:
12.34.567.890

Your name servers:
ns123.hostgator.com
ns123.hostgator.com
�������-
Until your DNS has changed over to our nam-
eservers, you can access your cPanel at:
http://12.34.567.890/cpanel

You can view your site before the DNS has been 
resolved at:
http://12.34.567.890/~username/

There is a �le called hostgator.html in your pub-
lic_html folder. This page will give you basic links 

on getting started. Your welcome to delete this �le 
or if you upload an index.html �le in public_html, 
then the hostgator.html �le will not come up by 
default.

Please read
http://www.hostgator.com/gettingstarted.html 
for all the information needed to manage your ac-
count.

Sincerely,
The Hostgator Team

Do not delete this email! In fact, print it out. Right 
now! You need to save all of this information. But for 
now, you have a working host and next you have to 
purchase a domain name.

Purchase the Domain
This step should be relatively painless if you followed 
the guide and already have hosting set up and an 
available name picked out. All of this should be ac-
comploshed at this point in the guide.  Once you have 
decided on an available domain name and you set up 
a hosting account, click here to proceed to www.Go-
Daddy.com.

Enter your selected domain and appropriate ex-1.	
tension in the box in the middle of the page and 
press go.

You should see something like �STARTBLOGGIN-2.	
GEXAMPLE.COM is available!� If your domain 
name is taken, keep trying until you �nd an avail-
able one. Once you �nd an available domain, se-
lect continue at the bottom.
If there are any other available extensions, you will 3.	
be offered them on the next page. Unless you re-
ally, really want them, click �No thanks. Continue 
to checkout�� at the bottom of the page. As for 
any special offers GoDaddy has, skip these and 
click �No thanks. Continue to checkout��
Here you will have to either login with an estab-4.	
lished account or create a new one. Fill in the ap-
propriate information and select continue.

http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10378406
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2630588-10378406



